                    Kirtling and Upend Parish Council
                  Minutes of Parish Meeting held on
                 Monday 30Th March 2026
              at 7pm

  
In attendance: R Staunton (Chair), Cllr J Kiteley, Cllr R Rickcord, Cllr M Campbell,
Cllr A Sharp, Cllr Jane Feron, Cllr J Lay and Cllr J Edge and Mrs. L Brent (Clerk)    
  
	260330/01 
	Chairman’s welcome and acceptance of apologies  
Chair accepted apologies from Cllr J Lay and Cllr J Edge 
	

	260330/02
	To receive any declarations of interest  
None declared. 
	

	260330/03
	Public Forum  
Six residents from Upend attended the meeting to speak regarding Planning Application 26/00032/FUL, relating to land southwest of Willow Cottage, Upend Suffolk.  The proposal includes the erection of stables and associated store and wash bay, construction of a fenced outdoor arena with gated access, installation of surface water drainage infrastructure, and creation of a new vehicular access.
The Council noted that the applicants had submitted further technical details since the previous meeting, including information on access, arena slope, landscaping, and site clearance.
During the Public Forum, neighbouring residents reiterated their concerns. While there were no objections to the principle of a modest domestic stable for two horses, several material concerns remained unresolved by the amendments. These included:
· Flood Risk and Drainage: It was recommended that the Local Flood Authority be consulted.
· Access and Impact on Dark Skies
· Highway Safety: Residents considered the proposed amendments inadequate and expressed concern about the safety of the new access.
· Potential for Future Commercial Use: Concerns were raised that future owners may not uphold current assurances, and that appropriate planning conditions should be applied to safeguard against unintended commercial development.
The Council noted the concerns raised by residents and agreed that, while it does not object in principle to a modest domestic stable, the issues identified are material and require further technical clarification from the applicants.
The Chair offered to facilitate a meeting between the applicants and local residents to explore potential areas of mutual compromise.
Residents were strongly encouraged to attend the forthcoming planning committee meeting, expected to take place in June, in order to present their views the Planning Committee directly.
	


	260330/04
	Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February 2026  
Agreed as a true record. 
	

	260330/05
	Mrs Jane Feron was welcomed as the new Parish Councilor to the meeting. 
	

	260330/06
	Matters arising from previous meeting  

· Village gates – We await specifications for the gates from County. Cllr Edge has agreed to assist with this enquiry. 
· Bus Shelter bases – placement now agreed, order will be placed shortly.
· Village Speed limits – post have been installed and work will be completed by the end of this financial year. 
· REJB – The playground equipment has been inspected. All is in order 
· New Clerk to the Council – Councillors approved the application made by Belinda Westwood.  The new hourly rate will be £20 and the offer is 25hrs per month. 

	Action: Seek clarification from County regarding specifications 

Order to be raised for the bus shelters 


	260330/07
	Planning applications   
Councillors were advised to check the ECDC Planning Portal before meeting   
https://pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/  
    
Request for Enforcement Action - Land off Water Lane, Kirtling 
An email was received from a resident on 4 March 2026 regarding enforcement concerns relating to land off Water Lane. Cllr Sharp reported that an enforcement case had been opened approximately 18 months ago but was subsequently paused pending the outcome of the associated planning application.
The Council noted that the applicants have a six‑month period in which to lodge an appeal. Should no appeal be submitted, it is expected that the enforcement case will be reactivated.
The following were noted: 

25/00321/FUL - Planning Decision – Application approved 
Proposal: Provision of Double Garage and hardstanding
Location: Innisfree Bradley Road Kirtling Newmarket Suffolk

STNN/25/24/ Amendment of Property Name – Pink Cottage , Woodditton Road Kirtling – circulated by email 
	





	260330/08
	Footpaths & watercourses  
No issues raised.
	

	260330/09 
	To note correspondence received  

Operational Services Committee on Monday 23 March 2026 at 4:30 pm – circulated by email on 13/3 
Operational Services Committee 23/03/2026 | East Cambridgeshire District Council 
 
Finance and Assets Committee - 26 March 2026 
 
The agenda for the Finance and Assets Committee meeting scheduled for 26 March 2026 has been published. It can be viewed on the Council's website at the following link: Finance & Assets Committee 26 March 2026 
 
The Decision List for the meeting of the Finance and Assets Committee held on 26 March 2026 has been published on the Council’s website at the link below.

Finance & Assets Decision List

Agenda: Audit Committee on Tuesday 31 March at 2 pm 
Audit Committee 31/03/2026 | East Cambridgeshire District Council 
 
Paper copies of the agendas will be sent to members of the committee, report writers and other attendees, unless they have opted to go paperless 
 
Council 24 February 2026 - Draft Minutes 
 The Draft Minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 24 February 2026 have been published online and are available via the link below: 
Full Council 24/02/2026 | East Cambridgeshire District Council 
These will be agreed at the next meeting of Council. 
 
The Draft Minutes for the Licensing Committee meeting held on 18 March 2026 have been published online and are available via the link below:
Licensing Committee 18/03/2026 | East Cambridgeshire District Council

Licensing Committee Decision Notice 
The Decision List for yesterday’s Licensing Committee meeting has been published online and is available via the link below: 
Licensing Committee 18/03/2026 | East Cambridgeshire District Council 
 
March's Planning Committee Draft Minutes 
The Draft Minutes for the Planning Committee meeting held on 4 March have been published online and are available via the link below: 
Planning Committee 04/03/2026 | East Cambridgeshire District Council 
  These minutes will be formally agreed at the next meeting of the Planning Committee 

Operational Services Committee 23 March 2026 - Decisions List
Operational Services Committee 23/03/2026 | East Cambridgeshire District Council
	



	260330/10
	Finance matters  
The following expenditure for £803.36 was authorised for the following:

24 February - Richard Staunton (map copying fees) £258.96
2 March – Scribe - £28.80
13 March – REJB – Playground Inspection report £114 
16 March - Suffolk Council (payroll support) - £54
16 March - CAPALC – annual affiliation fees £313.35
17 March Bank service charges – £4.25
30 March – Village Hall rental charge - £30

	Bank balances at 30th March noted 

	Community Account 
	2,123.36

	Current Account 
	51,948.94

	                                                                 Total 
	54,072.30




	260330/11   
	Councillors’ Forum  

Cllr Jonny Edge’s monthly report is below.  He reported 
· The letter addressed to Alison McGovern MP, Minister of State for Local Government and English Devolution, has now been sent. The letter carries 14 signatories. Members noted that its approach differs slightly from the first submission, with particular reference to the east–west emphasis and an increased reference to Newmarket. It was further noted that the letter has received support from a number of local authorities, including those within South Cambridgeshire.
The Chair expressed thanks to Cllr Edge for the considerable amount of personal time he had dedicated to the matter, and for his work in organising the local consultation meetings.

· The full budget meeting had taken place and that an additional £20 million for highways expenditure had been approved. Members noted with thanks that this funding will support planned improvements to roads within and around Kirtling. 

Cllr Alan Sharp reported 

· The CIL scoring ratio has changed – details will be circulated shortly. 
· Waste services – a new waste collection system is to be introduced shortly. Members were informed that a black bin will be issued for fortnightly collections, along with 27‑litre outdoor and 4‑litre indoor food caddies for weekly food‑waste collections. A brown bin will also be provided for garden waste. Further details will be issued in due course.

Cllr James Lay 

· The Citizens Advice Bureau has released it figures. In the Woodditton area 86 families are considered to be in need.  There was discussion as to how we may identify and help support these families

	260330/12  
	The meeting concluded at 8.15pm. The next meeting will be held on Monday 27th April 2026 at 7pm. 


 
	  
Lisa Brent (Clerk)   
Email: clerk@kirtlingandupend.co.uk  
  
	  

	 
…………………………………………………………………………..  
Chair - R Staunton   
	  
…………………………..  
Date  


  


Appendix 1 
Cllr Jonny Edge 
MONTHLY REPORT – March 2026 
Make sure you have your say on the future of Cambridgeshire
The government has launched a public consultation on how local authorities in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough should be reorganised—a decision that could shape our area for the next 50 years. Only Option A (No.2 in the consultation) keeps us aligned with Cambridge; every other option places us under a Peterborough-facing authority. It’s vital that local residents speak up to show why this would be the wrong fit for our communities. You can respond to the consultation here: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-cambridgeshire-and-peterborough
Leaders in Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire support staying together, while East Cambridgeshire District Council’s leader is advocating for us to be tied to Peterborough, Fenland and Huntingdon, which does not reflect the strong views residents in our area have already shared. Ultimately, ministers will decide—so this consultation is our opportunity to make our voices heard.
All 12 parish councils in the Woodditton division, along with neighbours in Burwell, have already written jointly to ministers. Now we need as many individuals as possible to respond and support the option that best reflects our communities’ needs.
Cambridgeshire County Council has submitted the business case for Option A, the only proposal offering a cohesive approach for the whole region.
Option A may mean a modest council tax rise of around £17 a year for a Band D household and may revive long-standing development proposals, such as in Six Mile Bottom. But ensures we have a seat at the table to shape development in our own interests—something far less likely under a Peterborough-led authority, where we would be a small voice in a large, distant authority with limited influence. It would create a predominantly rural authority centred on Cambridge, giving our communities stronger influence and a structure that better reflects how we live. Please don’t miss your opportunity to help shape out future as you believe it should be.
HIGHWAYS
Our highways teams are working hard to maintain roads that we know can and should be better. I am working hard to make sure our villages do not miss out. As a result, some of our roads will receive broader surface treatments this year. I will continue to fight for even more to be resurfaced next year.
Footpaths are equally important and I’m disappointed with how few have been listed for treatment this year. Many of our village pavements need work, so I will keep pushing. In the meantime, if you notice anything that is dangerous on the roads or the pavements, please do not rely on someone else to report it, makes sure you do https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/en-gb
Railways
Greater Anglia have announced an additional Mon-Fri morning and evening service on the Ipswich to Cambridge line, commencing in May. This is the first stage in a series of priorities as we anticipate the eastern leg of East West Rail greatly improving our rail connectivity in both directions. Cllr Jonny Edge, 07974 348141, jonny.edge@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Kirtling and Upend Parish Council  	  	Page 1 of 7  
Agenda 26 Jan 2026  
Kirtling and Upend Parish Council  	  	Page 1 of 7  
Agenda 26 Jan 2026  
Kirtling and Upend Parish Council  	  	Page 1 of 7  
Minutes of the meeting held on 30 March 2026 
