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As we get closer to the end of 2025. I would like to wish you all the best of times, with lots of fun, celebrations and rest throughout the Christmas season. 
It is also a time when we need to look out for those in more need of support at every age and circumstance. Everyone deserves to be able to enjoy themselves and have some relief from the stresses of daily life throughout this winter season. I’m sure within the community there will be many of you doing all can to help others. 
For the social media savvy, follow #BeWinterWise, or go to the website using the following link and add ‘HAF’ into the search engine. It will provide a directory of useful support for all in need. https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living
Support for young families
For those needing support with young families, the County Council will again be operating its Christmas Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme. This will be in operation from 20 December to 4 January.     
Children eligible for benefits-related free school meals can access a funded place at a HAF holiday scheme or family experience for up to 16 hours. Families experiencing financial hardship may also qualify. 
General support
For those needing support over the winter, the links provided above will direct you to help for Cambridgeshire residents to stay safe, warm, and healthy throughout the colder months by sharing practical advice, highlighting local support, and encouraging communities to look out for one another.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
Though there is consensus the process and timelines we were forced into were not what any of us would have wished for, the County Council have voted to make sure the only option placing East Cambridgeshire with the City and South Cambridgeshire is put in front of government ministers at the end of November. Other councils will continue to work on and recommend their preferred options. 
In addition, our local County and District Councillors have been working with parishes across Woodditton and Burwell to write a letter to ministers representing our unique position on this, helping to make sure our communities are linked to the likely Cambridge, rather than Peterborough based authority.  
It will ultimately be the government that decides the future of our local government structures.
HIGHWAYS
Improvements
I am working with parish councils to consider improvements to our roads in the future. These not related to maintenance, but rather local schemes to improve the safety and practicality of our roads and pavements. Most parishes already have a good idea of the work needed from concerns shared by you or known to them. Please do continue to engage with either your parish councillors or myself if you believe there are things we should be considering for the future. 

Cheveley, Dullingham and Swaffham Bulbeck have recently had schemes approved from last year’s proposals that will now be progressed for local consultation in 2026. 
Maintenance
After considerable personal input to get interventions in place, by the time of reading, the road between the King’s Head and Eagle Lane in Dullingham should have undergone work to make it safe. This work has been needed for a very long time and was critical ahead of general surfacing work scheduled for summer 2026, the existing road being the sub-layer for the regular stone treatment that has been seen recently on Station Road.

The council’s reporting site was upgraded in September, https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/en. I know many were frustrated by the system previously, but please do report any concerns on this site, it’s the best way to inform officers of work to be done. An officer does now inspect our roads on a more regular basis, so over the coming year, you should notice improvements to any reactive maintenance work required.
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